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SHIP 5KVU. I K A K.0CX 1 AO (OCS-G-7753) 

Art* and Hock 

The proposed a c t i v i t i e s described in detai l <n th t attached Plan of 
Exploration comply wi th Louisiana's approved Coastal Management program and 
w i l l bt conducted 1n a tanner consistent wi th such Program. 

Arrangements have been made vith tht State Tlett <n *tton *ouot, 
Louisiana to publish a Public notice of the Proposed activity no later than 
•Tinuar,, U U k * 
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<**>J> KERR MCGEE CORPORATION 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Minerals Management Serv ice 
P.O. Sox 79*4 
Metairie, Louisiana) 70011 

Attention: Hr. Mike Joseph 

January 2, 1986 

JAW 0? i£36 

RF: In i t i a l Plan of Exploration 
OCS-6 7753 Well No. 1 
Ship Shoal Slock 180 

This ini t ia l Plan of Exploration for Block 180 Ship Shoal, Lease OCS-6 7753 
for the dr i l l ing of one well is submitted for your approval. 

1. The d r i l l i n g of Well No. 1 is expected to begin during January 1986. 
it Is estimated that It wi l l take approximately four weeks to d r i l l 
and if no unexpected delays are encountered, should be completed 
during March, 1986. 

Well No. 1 w i l l be dr i l led as a directional hole from e surface 
location of 1500' FNL and 3500* FEL of Ship Shoal Block 180 to a 
bottom hole location of 5130' FNL and 3500' FEL of Ship Shoal Block 
180. This well wi l l be d r i l l e d to 12,000' TVD. 13,26V NO. This 
location i s indicated on the location plat attached. 

2. A submersible d r i l l i n g unit , s imi lar to Trensworld Rig 68, wi l l be 
ut i l i zed to d r i l l the No. 1 w e l 1 . A description of the rig end 
features perteining to pollution prevention and control was submitted 
July 22, 1981. 

3. The Archeological Survey for Ship Shoe I Block 160 wes approved 
October 30, 1985. 

k. Onshore base operations wi l l be conducted from our Morgan City base 
located in Morgan City, Louis iana. There wi l l be no signif icant 
impact on the onshore support f a c i l i t i e s as a direct result of the 
d r i l l i ng of Well No. 1. 

5. The o i l s p i l l contingency plen wes approved by your of f ice December 
16, 1985. 

6. Arrangements have been made with the States-1 tern In Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana to publ ish notice of the proposed a c t i v i t i e s no later then 
January 7, 1986. 
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7. Th t p r o p o t t d a c t i v i t y c o m p l i e s w i t h Lou is I a n a * • app roved Coas ta l 
Management Program t n d w i l l be c o n d u c t e d I n a manner c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 
t he p r o g r a m . 

I . Enc losed a r t c o p i e s o f t h t f o l l o w i n g I n f o r m a t i o n : 

a. L o c a t i o n P i a t t 
t . S t r u c t u r e hap 
C. Abnorma ' Pras sura Map 
d. Sha l low Hazard Report 
t . L l t t O f nod components and a d d i t i v e s 
f . V i c i n i t y Hap 
g. A i r Q u a l i t y Emiss ions S c h e d u l e 
h. Env i ronmenta l Report 

Kerr-McGee C o r p o r a t i o n I t a member o f C l e a n Gulf A s s o c i a t e * . The t e t t 
f a c i l i t i e s to be u t i l i z e d In th t event of a s p i l l i t locatad In War pan C i t y , 
Lewi s i ana. Deployment t l a e I t approx i a e t t I y 12 h o u r s . 

Kerr-McGee C o r p o r a t i o n p l a n t to develop t h i t l e t SO wi th t minimum number of 
sur face s t r u c t u r e s , wh ich w i l l to determined t t exp lo ra to ry d r i l l i n g takes 
p l a c e . I f tha w e l l t t r t plugged tnd abandoned, tho work s h a l l be dent In 
accordance wi th OCS Order No. 3 "P lugging ond Abandonment o f W e l l s . " Should 
t h t wal ls bt t e m p o r a r i l y abandoned w i t h c a s i n g s t u b s , the stubs s h a l l be 
marked In accordance w i t h Coast Guard r e g u l a t i o n s . The w a l l s w i l l then be 
reported on tho semiannual report o f Subsea Cas ing Stubs to the D i s t r i c t 
Superv isor . 

I t I t unders tood t h e t t h t wai I s s h a l l n e t bo p roduced u n t i l i t con bo 
demonst ra ted by a d d i t i o n a l d r i l l i n g e n d / o r g e o l o g i c a l and e n g i n e e r i n g d a t a 
t h a t I t I s n e t t e d f o r p r o p e r p r o d u c t i o n o f t h o l o o s e , ond u n t i l f i n a l a p p r o v a l 
o f t p r o d u c t i o n p l a t f o r m I t o b t a i n e d . 

K e r r he Sta Corpora t ion w i l l d r i l l M t l l Ne. 1 accord ing to r e g u l a t i o n s t t SOt 
f o r t h In tht OCS Order He. 2 , a f f e c t i v e J e n j e r y 1, 1 f * J . 

Kerr-McGee Corpora t ion I t of th t Opinion t h e t t i l informat ion s u p p l i e d In t h i t 
communication w i l l DO exempt f r e e d i s c l o s u r e under tha "Freedom o f Information 
A c t " (5 U . S . C . 522) end implementing r e g u l a t i o n s (A3 CPA P o r t 2 ) . 

I t i t be l i eved t h a t t h t d a t a In t h i s comm* n I c a t I on ond I t t a t t a c h m e n t s p r o v i d e 
t h o i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d by 30 CPA 2 5 0 . J A . T h e r e f o r e , I t I t r e s p e c t f u l l y 
reques ted t ha t t h i t P l a n o f E x p l o r a t i o n be c o n s i d e r e d t s soon o t p o s s i b l e 
s i n c e d r i l l i n g o p e r a t i o n s are t o commence d u r i n g J a n u a r y , 1986. 



Minerals Management S e r v i c e 
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Should you hovo eny q u e s t i o n s , or I f a d d i t i o n a l informat ion I t r e q u i r e d , 
please contect Roy P i t r e in our L a f a y e t t e D i s t r i c t O f f l e t . 
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M inera ls Management Se rv I c o t 
P.O. Box 10145 
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V t r y t r u l y y o u r s , 

C t r y V . B r a d f o r d 
M a n a g e r - E n g i n e e r i n g S e r v i c e s 
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. COMPANY: Kerr-McGet Corporation WC OR PLATFORM-. 

LOCATION: OCS-G 7753 Well No. 1 DATE: January 2, 1986 
Ship Shoal Block 180 

EMISSION DISCHARGE SUMMARY 

TONS IMI T i l l ) PER TEAR . 
PROCESS PART SO^ NÔ  HC CO UNITS 

POWER SOURCES 

R i g Power Unit. (Total) 67.0 62.4 93a.0 75.0 204.0 
2009 Gala . 
Burned 

D i s t i l l a t . Oil (Diesel) 

Reciprocating 

PROCESS EQUIPMENT 

• 

• 

TRANSPORT SOURCES 

He l i copter-Kerosene/ 

NApthe (Jet Fuel) A 

Turbine .14 .174 1 .90 .156 .131 
28 Gala . 
Burned 

Reciprocating 2.60 2.49 37. S 3.00 6.16 
80 Gela . 
Burn-td 

TOTAL LBS/DAY " 69.82 6S.1 977.40 78.2 212.3 

TOTAL LBS/YEAR 23,464 23.762 356,751 28,543 77,489 

TOTAL TONS/YEAR 12.7 11 .9 176.4 14.3 36.7 



OCS-G 7753 Well No. 1 

Skip Shoal Block 180 

Exeaptlon Fontult 

C • 33.3 D 
E • 33.3 1 40.4 Miles 
I • 1345 Tont/Ytars 

ProJtcttd Esilstlont 

•art - 12.7 Torn 
S0X - 178.7 Tont 
N0X - 14.3 Tout 
MC - 11.9 Tout 

Extttjtlon F previa 

E • 3400 x 40.4 «/* 
E - 3400 X 11.77 
C • 40,031 Tons/rears 

Project EeliHont 

CO - 38.7 Tont/Yttrt 
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I I . Description of tht Proposed Action 

This retort addresses tht activity proposed by Kerr-McGee Corporation 

for Ship Shoal Area Block 180 (ncs-G-7753). Tht approximate location of tht 

activity It presented 1n Figure 1, t general vlc'nlty map of tht Outer 

Continental Shelf (OCS) lease areas off tho COOtt of Louisiana. 

It It ant'dpattd that a submersible or Jack-up type rip, trill be moved 

on location and one (1) exploratory veil win be drilled. The surface 

location of the e a r and additional information reotrdlng specific 

activities proposed by Kerr-McGee Corporation for this block are Included 1n 

the attached Plan of Exploration. 

The proposed activit ies will be carried out by Kerr-McGee Corporation 

with a guarantee of the following: 

1. The best available and safest technologies mill be util ised 

throughout the project. Thit includes Meeting t i l tppHcable 

requirements for equipment types, general project layout, safety 

systems, equipment tnd Monitoring systems. 

? . All operations e i l l be covered by M.M.S. approved 011 Spil l 

Contingency Plan. 

3. All applicable Federal, State, and local requirements regarding 

air emissions, tetter quality, and discharge for the proposed 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 





activit ies, s t well tt eey other pertrit conditions, s i n be 

complied with. 

A. Trevel Modes. Routts, ted Frequencies 

Kerr-McGee Corporation will operate out of their service bote 

facil it ies established 1n Morgan City. Louisiana. Kerr-McGee Corporation 

anticipates using one (1) helicopter, one ( I ) supply boot, one (1) work 

boot, tnd one (1) crew boet to support their Ship Shoal Ares Hock '80 

activity. 

The helicopter wi l l travel to tht location a total of fourteen (14) 

times par week, the crew boat will travel to the location a total of three 

(3) tines per week, and the supply boat and work boet win travel to the 

location a total of three (3) times per week. 

It Is anticipated that tht transportation vessels will ut i l ise the most 

direct route from the Morgan City, Louisiana service base. Because a vessel 

supporting the Ship shoal Area Block 180 exploration act iv i t ies, as outlined 

in the Plan of Exploration, eey bt scheduled for other stops 1n tht tret, 

the exact route for eech vetttl on each particular trip cannot be 

predeterei nod. 

I . Support Base and New Personnel 

Kerr-MeGee Corporation win ut i l ise support base faci l i t ies 



established In Morgan Ci ty , Louisiana. Tho Morgan Ci ty , Louisiana support 

bast 1s locatad approximately seventy-five (75) miles northwest of tho 

block. 

because h e l i c o p t e r tnd marine f t c l l l t l t t a r t c u r r e n t l y a v a i l t b l t a t t h t 

service base tnd are present ly tnd cont inuously manned, no add i t iona l 

onshore employment I t expected to be genereted at t re tuU of these 

act iv i t ies. 

The I n i t i a l OCS Soclo-Economic Otta Base Report for the service base 

fac i l i t ies u t i l i z e d by Kerr-McGee Corporation w i l l be prepared for 

submission pursuant to t h t spec i f i c parameters to be establ ished by t h t 

Ml/MMS and scheduled to be Issued t t a la ter date. 

C. New Support Feci 11t l et 

Tht proposed exploration ac t i v i t i es for Ship Shoal Area Block 180 v i l l 

not require the development of any new support f t c l l l t l t t . 

0. New or unusual Technology 

The txp 'ora t lon act iv i t ies for ship Shoal Area Block 180 w i l l not 

wtrrant u t i l i z i n g any new or unusual technology that toy affect coastal 

waters. 

t . Location of the Proposed Act iv i t ies 

W S J C * * " * * * " 

John C Chanos) tt HaiBiaio. JNRBW 



Slip Shoal Area Block 180 I t located approximately seventy-five (7?) 

miles southeast of Morgan City, Louisiana and approxleittly thirty-eight 

(38) miles south of the Louisiana coast of Terrebonne Parish. Figure t 

presents tht location of th* block 1n relation to tho Louisiana coast, as 

well as tha geographic relationship bttwttn Ship Shoal Area Block 180 and 

the other OCS lease areas. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 



I I I . DESCRIPTION Of THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND IMPACTS 

A. Physical and Environmental 

1. Commercial Fishing -

Commercial fishing has traditionally provided an Important economic 

base for a majority of the coastal communities along the Gulf of Mexico. In 

1982, the Gulf coastal states landed 2.3 bi l l ion pounds of fish products 

representing a third of the notion's total, valued at over 600 million 

dol lars. The five commercial fisheries of the greatest economic importance 

are the shrlap, menhaden, oyster, Industrial bottom f ish, and crab 

f isheries. 

In 1962, Gulf fishermen landed over 209.9 Million pounds of shrimp 

representing 75 percent of the nation's total and valued at over 425 oi l Hon 

dol lars. The northern Gulf shrimp fishery 1s comprised mainly of three 

species; the brown shrimp (Penaeus aztecus) , the white shrlep (P^ 

setlferns) ind the pink shrlep (P. duorarum). The smaller brown shrimp 

represent approximately 60 percent of the shrimp taken, the pink shrimp 10 

percent, and the white shrimp account for a majority of the remainder. 

Three other species, the rock shrimp, royal reds, and the seabobs, are also 

taken commercially In the northern Gulf but together comprise less than 4 

percent of the total shrimp landings. 

6 



Statistics compiled by the National Marine Fisheries Service indicate 

that 76,953,758 pounds of shrlup (hoods on) valued at over 40 million 

dollars Mere landed at Louisiana ports 1n 1983. I t should be noted that 

catch statistics are recorded by the area landed and do not necessarily 

Indicate that che species were actually caught In waters adjacent to the 

ports where they were landed. 

Most shrlap are taken by trawl and are estuarine dependent 1n thet they 

require estuaries during some stage of their l i fe cycles. Nature shrimp 

leave the estuary for the open Gulf where they spawn (release eggs'). The 

eggs and subsequent larval stages circulate freely 1n the currents of the 

OCS and can be found ir, virtually al l OCS waters. Young juveniles then 

enter the estuary to feed, mature, and repeat the cycle. 

The Ship Shoal Area under consideration fal ls within the "high to 

moderate brown shrimp productivity area" (U.S.D.I . , Fkf is , Gulf of Mexico, 

1983, visual No. 4-1) wherein the possibility of shrimp fishing activity 

exists. Some documented Impacts of petroleum exploration and production on 

the shrimp fishery Include the removal of trawling space during the drilling 

and exploration phases and the possibility of fishing gear conflicts with 

existing wall heads. These conflicts could result in loss of catch, loss of 

or damage to nets, vessel damage, and/or fishing downtime losses. 

Additional discussion of the Impacts on the commercial fishing Industry 1s 

contained In the Final Regional Environmental Impact Statement. Gulf of 

Mexico, Volume 1, pages 327 to 332 (U.S.D. I . , 1983). 



Tht Gulf oyster fishery provided ovtr 40 percent of the oysters landed 

nationally tk 1982 to ta l 1IHJ 24.2 t r i l l i on pounds of meat worth over 33 

t r i l l i on dollars. Most Gulf oysters t n taken by oyster dredging <n 

estuarine tnd coastal waters, within 5 miles of shore. According to Nt t lont l 

Marine Fisheries Service stat ist ics over 13 mi l l ion pounds of oysters valued 

a t over 17 n i l Hon dollars were landed t t Louisiana ports In 1983. The 

proposed act iv i t ies 1n Ship Shoal Aree Block 180 ar t not expected to hove 

any impact on the oyster fishery In Louisiana. 

In 1981 tht Gulf States also landed 37.4 trillion pounds of blue crtbs 

(CalUnettes sjpldut) valued tt ovtr A million dollars. Most we.-e captured 

in "pots" (baited traps) 1n shallow estuerlne or near shore waters. Blue 

crtbs are also caught using "trotllnes" (shallow, multlbalted lines) tnd 

bottoa trawls. These crabs art estuarine dependent with pi are. tonic eggs and 

larval stages. Blue crtb landings tt Alabama ports totaled 1,411,629 pounds 

valued at 514,299 dollars In 1983, according to National Marina Fisheries 

Service statistics. The fishery for blue crabs 1s unlikely to be 

significantly affected by exploration activit ies in this block as 1t 1s 

offshore of the coastal and estuarine waters In which this fishery opertttt. 

Ttblt 1 presents a l i s t of commercially important shellfish found in 

this area of the Gulf. 

The menhaden or "Pogy" fishery Is the n*s'-»n's second most valuably 

f ishery accounting f o r 1.2 b i l l i on pounds valued at 47 a l l l l o n dollars ,.-

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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TABLE 1 
COMMERCIALLY INH»TANT SHELLFISH 

OF THE GULF OF MEXICO 

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME HARVEST METHOD 

SHAINP: 

Brown Shrlap Penaeus a*tec us BT 

White Shrlap tttlftrut BT 

Pink Shrlap P._ duorerua BT 

Seabob Xiphopenaeus kroyorl BT 

Royal Red Shrlap hVacnopeneous rooustus BT 

Rock Shrlap Sicyonia brevirostrit BT 

Blue Crab Calllnoctot sapldus CT.BT.TL 

Oysters Crassostroa sp. 00,OT 

BT Bottoa Trawl 

CT Baited Crab Trap 

00 Oyster Dredge 

OT Oyster Tongs 

TL "TrotlIne" 

POBUCINFORN̂ TICN 



roughly half of tht total 1981 fish poundage landed 1n tht U. 9. Spurred by 

t 55 percent Increase In raenhade'. landings from tht Gulf coast states, the 

U. S. had a record setting menhaden catch 1n 1982. Gulf landings were 1.9 

billion pounds worth over 72 million dollars. Pour species tre said to 

comprise tht menhaden fishery jut the Gulf menhaden (Brevoortla pttronus) 

accounts for most of tht catch. Menhaden art processed Into fish saal , fish 

o i l , and fish solubles for industrial utt. Menhaden art estuarine dependent 

with planktonic eggs. Tht ac t iv i t i es t s proposed are unlikely to have any 

adverse effect on the menhaden f ishing t t Ship Shoal Arte Block 180 Hes 

outside the "Principal Menhaden Harvest Area" fu.S.O.I . , HQ-IS, Gulf of 

Mexico, 1963, Visual No. 4-1). 

Industrial bottotrf 1 Shes make up t large fishery In tht Gulf . Within 

this group tre fishes taken on or very near the bottom by commercial 

trawlers. Tht following flshet gentrtlly account for 95 to 98 percent of 

the Industrial bottotrf 1th trawl fishery: croaker, spot, sand seatrout, 

silver seatrout, catf ish, tnd longsplnt porgy (U.S.O.I. , 1983). 

Many of tht steel et taken In the 1nduttrial bottomfish category spawn 

in offshore water.,, and 1t Is possible thet the eggs might be adversely 

affected by contact with dril l cuttings and/or drilling mud I f they were 

present near the rig during such releases. These discharges may a'so cause 

temporary relocation of adults due to inundation of feeding ground tt tht 

dril l site. Fishing activity will be temporarily interrupted by the 

placement of the dr i l l ing rig but no long-term effects tre anticipated at t 

result of this proposal. Industrial bottomfish tre usually sold is 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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industrial flshmeal and fish solublts, but this group also produces son* 

foodflsh, pet food, and FTC (fish protein concentrate). 

Other species for which significant commercial fisheries ox1 st Include 

striped eullet, groupers, snappers, and flounders. Mullet are taken near 

shore and 1n estuarine waters 1n seine nets, gill nets, and cast nets. 

Snappers and groupers are taken by hook and Una throughout the OCS wherever 

naturally occurring or aan-oade benthic feotures provide sufficient habitat. 

Flounders are also caught commercially by hook and Una and are taken 

seasonally In very shallow estuarine water by gig (barbless spear). 

Weakflshes, croakers, end drums are also taken commercially by hook and Una 

as foodflshes. Teble 2 presents a l ist of commercially Important Industrial 

bottomflshes and sport fishes found 1n the Gulf of Mexico. 

Overall, commercial fishermen have benefited from the growth of the 

petroleum Industry in the OCS water of the Self of Mexico. While 

technological Improvements have enabled commercial fishermen to Increase the 

volume of landings, development of the petroleum Industry has also had a 

positive Impact on fishing. Because OCS petroleum development is dependent 

on extensive marine vessel utilisation, harbors and ports have been 

Improved, port access waterways have been expanded and Improved, and the 

availability and quality of marine vessel maintenance and repair facilities 

have Increased significantly. These improvements have definitely had a 

positive effect on fisherman (lasslter, ioao). 
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TABLE 2 

A CHECK LIST OF COMMERCIAL A SPORT FISHES 

OF THE NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO1 

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME2 

Gulf Menhaden Brevoortla patronus 

Hardhead Catfish Arlus f e l l s 

Gaff topsail Catf ish Bay re earlnus 

Warsaw Grouper Epinephelus nfgr l tus 

Jtvflsk Epinephelus I ta jara 

Red Grouper Epinephelus aorlo 

Rock hind Epinephelus adscenslonls 

Florida Pcepano Trachlnotus carolInus 

Rod Snapper Lutjanus caupechanus 

Sheepshe.d /rchosargus probetocephalus 

Northern King f i sh Nentlclrrhus saxat l l l s 

Black Drue Pogonlas cro«1$ 

Atlantic Croaker Mlcropogonlas undulatus 

Spotted Seatrout Cynoscion nebulosus 

Sand Seatrout Cynoscion arenarlus 

Red Drue Sclaenops ocellatus 

Spot Lei os tonus xenthurus 

Striped Mullet Mug11 cephalus 

King Mackerel Scoraoeromorus cavalla 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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TABLE 2 (cont'd) 

A CHECK LIST OF COMMERCIAL A SPORT FISHES 

OF THE NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO 

Spanish Meckerel Scomber omorus macula* is 

Unci assi f lad Flounders Paral Icnthys spp. 

1. Based *t landing stat ist ics coeplled by the National Marine 

Fisheries Service, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

2. Scientific nomenclature frora American Fisheries Society (1980) 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

13 



2. Shipping 

A detlgntted shipping ftlrwey 1t located approximately fifty (50) el let 

northwest of tho block. It It likely thet tho eertne vessels supporting 

this block will utilize the shipping fairway loceted northwest of the block 

to gain access to the support bete, however, i t 1s unlikely thet the marine 

vessels will hove e significant effect on fairway trefflc. Tbe drilling rig 

end eech of the merino vessels will be equipped with ell U. S. Coest Guard 

required navigational sefety aids. 

3. Recreation 

The open Gu'f •ncowpisses e breed expense of saltwater which 1s 

utilised by numerous sports fishermen end e small but rapidly Increasing 

number of SCUBA divert. Many fishermen cherter baits to deep-see fish end 

sport dive In the northern Gulf. The states of Alabama, Mississippi, and 

loulslarm support approximately 120 charter beats which conduct e majority 

of their fishing activities In the waters of the OCS (U.S.D.I., 1983). 

Petroleum platformt 1n the northern Gulf provide recreation for fishermen 

end scuba divert because they act at artificial reefs attracting end 

establishing aquatic communities Including highly sought after food end 

sport fishes. The reef effect created by petroleum platforms 1s well known 

and It evidenced by the name rout private boat owners who regularly visit 

offshore facilities to harvest food and sport fishes. 

Frequently, offshore rigs and platforms serve tt navigation points for 

ill commercial and recreet 1 one! marine croft. Manned drilling Hot tnd 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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r 
platform can alto provide a haven for small craft operators forced to 

abandon their vessels during stones or following boat accidents. The 

Installation ond us f navigational aids, Hfesavlng equipment, end other 

safety retirements pursuant to Coatt Guard regulations ere standard 

procedure for d r i l l 1 no rigs end marine vessels utilized by Kerr-McGee 

Corporation. 

4. Culturel Retourcet 

Visual Ho. 11 from the Regional Environmental Impact Statement 

(U.S.D.I, 1963) Indicates thet Ship Shoal Aree Aleck 180 fe l ls within the 

zone designated es en aree with e high probability of occurrence of 

historical culturel resources. John E . Chance and Associates conducted an 

archeological atteeleant for this block. A copy of thet report 1t Included 

as tn attachment to the Plan of Exploretion. Thit assessment indicates thet 

the near-surface strata do not reflect any evidence of human site remains. 

The water 1s too deep 1n the aree for any vessel to have run aground, and 

the side seer, sonar records do not reflect any obstructions or debris on the 

seafloor. 

5. Ecologically Sensitive Feotures 

Ship Shoal Area Block 180 1s located approximately t h i r t y - f i v e (35) 

miles north of Ewing Bonk tnd approximately forty-three (43) miles northwest 

of Diaphus Ran*. There ere no other known ecologically sensit ive areas near 

Ship Shoal Aree Block 180. 
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Tht Morgan C i ty , Louisiana support bast which will be utilized at 

operations bast for tho Ship Shoal Area Alock 180 exploration activities Is 

located approximately thirty-three (33) al ios east-northeast of harsh Island 

Wildlife Refuge (U.S.O.I . FREIS, Gulf of Mexico, 1983, visual No. 3). 

In general 1f a l l activities are executed at planned, encountering no 

unusual circumstances, the environmentally sensitive treat will not be 

affected. 

A. Existing Pipelines and Cablet 

A Shallow hazards survey wes performed for Kerr-McGee Corporation by 

John E. Chance end Associates, Inc. end 1s Included as an attachment to the 

Plen of Exploration. This report Indicates that homogeneous and/or 

gas-saturated sediments occur et depths of 10-37 feet >low the seafloor. 

These sediments are 1r a low pressure s tate, however the geotechnical 

properties of the gas-saturate.' sediments eey very froa surrounding deposits 

end Influence the s t e b i l i t y of Lot om supported structures. A number cf 

fau l ts , burled et depths of -10 feet to - 1 ! foot below ths seafloor were 

Indicated on p1r sr p r o f i l e r records. Kerr-Ncfiee Corporation <• aware of 

these potentiel hazards end hat taken necessary precautionary measures. 

There are no known pipelines or man-mad* structures in Ship Shoal Area 

Rlock 180. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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7. Other Mineral Uses 

There are no other known Mineral resources loceted fn or near Ship 

Shoal Aree Block 180. 

8. Ocean Dumping 

The Major sources of ocean dumping role ted to OCS petroleum exploretion 

activity are dr i l l ing fluids, or "muds,1' end dri l l cuttings. After the 

exploretory dr i l l ing In Ship Shoal Aree Block 180 Is completed, Kerr-McGee 

Corporation does anticipate dumping their excess water-based drilling fluids 

(approximately 1400 bbls). I f eny on-based mud 1s used 1n the drilling 

operations, 1t will be transported to shore for proper disposal. 

Drill cuttings are brought up by the drilling mud end range in size 

from groins of send to pebbles. These cuttings are separated end sifted and 

then disposed overboard. Treated domestic westes end dr i l l waters will also 

be disposed at the proposed drill ing s i te . There will be no Intentionel 

discherge of eny oily or hazardous materials 1n violation of 001 or CPA 

regulations. 

9. Endangered or Threatened Species 

Endangered or threatened species which might occur in Ship Shoal Aree 

Block 180 ere blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus), finback whale 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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(Baleenoptore physolus), humpback whale (Wooaptort novaoongllao), st1 whale 

(Bilatnoptoro boreal I t ) , sperm whale (fhyseter catodon), Kemp's Hdley 

turtle (lepidochelys kempH), green turtle (Cholonfo mydat), hewktbfll 

turtle (Eretapchelyt 1 tori cata). leetherbeck turtle (Oermocheiys corf teea) 

and loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) (U.S.D.I . , Region IV Endangered 

Species Notebook). 

Endangered end threatened species expected to occur 1n the vicinity of 

the onshore base are bald eagle (Hellaeetus leucocephalus), the brown 

pelican (Pelactnut occidental 1s). end American alligator (Alligator 

e1ss1ss1pp1ent1t) (U.S.D.I . , Region IV Endangered Species Notebook). The 

brown pelIcon wet common resident of Louisiana but this species became 

virtually extinct In the late 1950't (Fr i t ts et t l . , 1983). Ny 1960, tht 

estimated Louisiana population of brown pelicans wet four birds (NFWL, 

1980). ?e-estabHshment o* t breeding population in Louisiana hes set with 

varyfng success (Fr i t ts et t l . , 1983). The activities proposed by 

Kerr-McGee Corporation ere expected to hove no isptctt on the brown pel Icon. 

The American alligator 1s classified es threetened biologically 1n Louisiana 

and t regulated harvest 1s permitted under Stete Lew (U.S.O. I . , Region IV 

Endangered Species Notebook). The pretense of serine tmssstls fn coastal 

Louisiana is considered sporadic and probably no resident populations exfst. 

It fs unlikely thet onshore or exploration activities related to Shfp Shoal 

Area Block 180 wfll have any effect on the previously named species. 

9. Socio-Economic Impacts 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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In accordance with MI/IMS guidelines (OS-7-01), dated November 20, 

1980, the Initial OCS Data Rate Report will be developed for submission on 

or before tho prescribed doe date. Subsequent Environmental Reports 

provided by Kerr-McGee Corporation trill address this data and related 

activity impacts es reouired. 
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IV. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 

Tht greatest threat to tho natural environment Is caused by Inadequate 

operational safeguards that my cause or contribute to tn Oil s p i l l or well 

blowout. These accidents cen be greatly reduced In number by u t i l i z i ng 

trained operational personnel end employing e l l available sefety tnd 

pollution control systems. These measures ere standard operating procedure 

for Kerr-McGee Corporation. Kerr-McGee Corporation hat tn approved 011 

Spill Contingency Plan. 

It should be noted thet most large crude on tnd refined products 

spills htvt occurred during transportation and not during dri l l«>- or 

production operstlons. Furthermore, the probability of an oil tpn i 

occurring during exploretory drilling operations Is low (Danenberger, 1976). 

Transportation tnd river runoff contrlt jte an estimated 3A.9 percent and 

26.2 percent, respectively, to the hydrocerbon contamination of tht world's 

oceans while offshore production activit ies account for only 1.3 percent 

(National Academy of Sciences, 1975). Natural seeps of petroleum end 

natural gas, which occur throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico (Zo 2*11, 

1954; 6eyer, 1979), contribute tn estimated 9.9 percent to the contamination 

of the world't oceans (Netlonel Academy of Sciences, 1975). Aodltlonel'y. 

1t wat noted 1n the executive summery of e recent study of petroleum 

production platforms In tht central Gulf of Mex1c« (Nedlnger, , ) , thet 

natural disturbances (1.t. river flooding end storms) con more orsetly 

affect normal biologlcel communities thet the current industrial development 

of the Louisiana OCS. The preceding discussion Is not Intended to minimise 
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the s igni f icance of aajor Oil s p i l l s resulting from petroleum exploration 

and production ac t iv i t i es but 1t provided to establ ish a perspective 

relative to their probable occurrence. 

Thirteen of the forty-six blow-outs on the OCS between 1971 and 1979 

were associated with exploretory drilling ectivities, none of which released 

any r11 to the earina envlroraent (Danenberger. 1980). The IXTOC I sp<11 of 

1979, however, demonstrates thet advanced drilling technology and aveileble 

sefety and pollution control sys tees ere not infallible. Most spills ere 

subjected to immediate containment and cleenup efforts. The ultimate fate 

of oil spilled in the marine environment Is generally considered to be one 

or s combination of the following: evaporation and decomposition In the 

atmosphere, disperse) 1n the weter column, incorporation Into sediments, end 

oxidation by chemical or biologlcel aeons (Netlonel Academy of Sciences, 

197S). 

The unavoidable adverse Iapacts that will occur as a result of the 

exploratory drilling and discharging of drilling fluids, and treated sewage 

will be few 1n number and temporary 1n nature. The primary adverse impects 

Include a localized degradation of weter and air quality 1n the vicinity of 

the drilling site, the potentiel obstruction to commercial and recreational 

fishing vessels, end the disruption and/or killing of benthic and/or pelagic 

organisms during location of the drilling rig and during disposal of muds, 

cuttings, end doaeetlc wastes and sewege. 
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Discharging from the dri l l site 1s Inevitable during OCS operations, 

particularly during exploration. Any materials thit may contain oil or 

other hazardous materials, and therefore would have a auch greater adverse 

Impact on the environment, will not bt discharged Intentionally. Any 

discharging will bt done pursuant to al l DOI end EPA regulations. The 

discharges to be disposed overboard at a result of the exploretion activity 

will Include domestic watte end sewage that is treated on the rig before 

discharging, dr i l l cuttings, end excess water-based mud. 

Tht environmental fate end effects of dril l ing muds end cuttings hat 

been extensively addressed in a recent symposium (See Ayers et O l . , 1980 for 

detailed discussions). The discharging of dr i l l cuttings end water-beted 

mud will result 1n en increase In water turbidity, burial of benthic 

organisms, and possible toxic effects on merino organisms in the lemtdiet* 

vicinity of the dr i l l ing r ig. A reduction In photo synthetic activity end 

plankton populations can also be expec.ed es a result of discharging, i t 1s 

expected, however, that pelagic and benthic organisms will repopulete the 

eree rapidly after dlscharg ng if the effects ere minimal and Intermittent 

es expected. 

Offshore act iv i t ies generate a small but significant amount of air 

pollutants due to tht emissions of diesel engines; therefore, the 

deterioration of e l r qual Hy 1s unavoidable In an OCS operation eree. Tn 

most Instances, these emissions affect only the Immediate exploretion 

activity site end ere rapidly dissipated by the atmosphere depending upon 

climatic conditions. An Air Duality Review Report hes been performed for 

PUBUe«NFOft^TiON 

^ at. PT I I I IO I dl A n n o . 



Ship Shoal Art* Aleck 180 end 1s Included et en attachment to the 

Environmental Report. 

Commercial and recreational fishing would be effected by OCS 

development, but primarily fn terms of Inconvenience end interference. 

Although the unavoidable advene Impacts could Include some smothering of 

shel l f ish, snagging of trawl nets, reduction of aree presently used for 

unrestricted fishing, end minimal flnflth k i l l ing , commercial fishing 

activit ies would not be significantly effected, except 1n the unlikely event 

of en on spi l l . An oil sp i l l would result In serious economic losses due 

to the contamination of coesaerclal fish species over e large aree. 

There 1s a remote possibility thet offshore areas of historical, 

culturel , or biological significance could be dame god or destroyed by OCS 

exploratior operstlons. Visual No. 11 froe the Reglonel Environmental 

Impact Statement (U.S.D. I . , 1983) Indicates that no archeological, culturel, 

or historic arees are In the vicinity of Ship Shoel Aree Block 180. 

Kerr-McGee Corporation wi l l make every effort to avoid disturbing eny 

historically, culturelly, or biologically significant feeture. 
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APPENDIX 1 

COASTAL TONE MANAGEMENT 

CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATE 
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COASTAL TONE MANAGEMENT 

CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION 

EXPLORATION 

Type of Plen 

SNIP SHOAL AREA RLOvT 1RO (OCS-G-7753) 

Aree end Block 

The proposed activities described 1n detail in the attached plan of 
Exploration comply with Louisiana's approved Coastal Management program a..d 
will be conducted 1n a manner consistent with such Program. 

Arrangements have been made with the State riees *n "aton Rouge, 
Louisiana to publish a Public Notice of the Proposed activity no later then 

KFRR-MCGFE CORPORATION 

Lessee or operator 

Certifying Official 

Oate 
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