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Conceptual BackgroundConceptual Background

Limitations of the classic Social Impact Limitations of the classic Social Impact 
Assessment ModelAssessment Model

Diversity of Effects ModelDiversity of Effects Model



Social Capital as a Conceptual GuideSocial Capital as a Conceptual Guide

Distinction between different forms of “capital”Distinction between different forms of “capital”
Material, human and social capitalMaterial, human and social capital

Heuristic value of the concept for this studyHeuristic value of the concept for this study
MicroMicro--level implicationslevel implications

Relationship structures between and among individualsRelationship structures between and among individuals

MacroMacro--level implicationslevel implications
A community’s capacity to act collectively A community’s capacity to act collectively 



Social Capital OutcomesSocial Capital Outcomes

Civic engagementCivic engagement
Fostered sturdy norms of reciprocity and social trustFostered sturdy norms of reciprocity and social trust
Shown to lead to successful outcomes in solving Shown to lead to successful outcomes in solving 
problems associated with education, poverty, problems associated with education, poverty, 
unemployment, etc.unemployment, etc.

Creation of heterogeneous networksCreation of heterogeneous networks
Better equipped for the spread of new and unique Better equipped for the spread of new and unique 
information than homogenous networksinformation than homogenous networks



MethodologyMethodology

Unit of AnalysisUnit of Analysis
Morgan City and St. Mary Parish, LouisianaMorgan City and St. Mary Parish, Louisiana

Value of ethnographic case studiesValue of ethnographic case studies
Data CollectionData Collection

SnowSnow--ball samplingball sampling
FaceFace--toto--face interviewsface interviews
Final sample size of over 100 individual casesFinal sample size of over 100 individual cases
Characteristics of current sample, 38 casesCharacteristics of current sample, 38 cases



Characteristics of SampleCharacteristics of Sample
Table. Descriptive Sample Statistics 
 

Variable  Mean  S.D.  Min  Max 
         

Age  65.61  12.85  32  92 
         

Occupation in 
off-shore oil 

industry 

 34%  0.48  0  1 

         
Native of 

Morgan City or 
St. Mary Parish 

 84%  0.37  0  1 

         
Male  45%  0.50  0  1 

Note: N = 38. 



Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings

Social capital in the form of civic participation Social capital in the form of civic participation 
and voluntary organizationsand voluntary organizations
Consequences for familial/interConsequences for familial/inter--generational generational 
mobilitymobility
Introduction of weak ties into the area Introduction of weak ties into the area 
allowing for new bridging capitalallowing for new bridging capital


	SOCIAL CAPITAL AND OFF-SHORE OIL DEVELOPMENT IN MORGAN CITY ANDST. MARY PARISH, LOUISIANA: SOME PRELIMINARY FINDINGS
	Conceptual Background
	Social Capital as a Conceptual Guide
	Social Capital Outcomes
	Methodology
	Characteristics of Sample
	Preliminary Findings

