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ApproachesApproaches

Oral historyOral history
Documentary researchDocumentary research
InterviewsInterviews
Historical economic analysisHistorical economic analysis

ORAL HISTORY:ORAL HISTORY:
Focus on 1940s, 1950s, and 1960sFocus on 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s
Focus on highly impacted communitiesFocus on highly impacted communities
Include people from a wide range of Include people from a wide range of 
sectors and companiessectors and companies



IntervieweesInterviewees

Pioneering engineers, managers and Pioneering engineers, managers and 
entrepreneurs who created the organizations entrepreneurs who created the organizations 
and technology required to produce oil and and technology required to produce oil and 
gasgas

Workers, family members of workers, Workers, family members of workers, 
community leaders, and others whose lives community leaders, and others whose lives 
were shaped by the offshore industrywere shaped by the offshore industry

Governmental and political leaders who Governmental and political leaders who 
developed the strategies and laws that were developed the strategies and laws that were 
used by MMS to regulate and manage the used by MMS to regulate and manage the 
development of offshore resources development of offshore resources 



Location of IntervieweesLocation of Interviewees
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486 Interviews; 517 Individuals
441 Men; 76 Women



Locating IntervieweesLocating Interviewees

Individuals join the study

Contacts 
from prior 
studies

Organizations

Local gathering places

Self-referral

Individuals

Individuals refer others



Selection of UA IntervieweesSelection of UA Interviewees
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Chains of Contact
UATeam

Teacher Researcher 
from Family Study

James Hebert

Pat Byler

Clifton Delcambre

Harold Dugas

Cliff Hernandez
Joe Standridge
Al Rivet

Jake Giroir

Adam Welcome
Roy Parr

Clyde Hahn
Raymond Dupre

R.J. Cheramie

P.J. Trahan
Lillie Loftin
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Chains of Contact
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No. of Chains = 234No. of Chains = 234
No. of Interviewee contacts = 320No. of Interviewee contacts = 320
Avg. Interviewee contacts per chain = 2.1Avg. Interviewee contacts per chain = 2.1



Chains of Contact by Source
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Community OutreachCommunity Outreach
Schoolteachers as community researchersSchoolteachers as community researchers
Articles in local newspapersArticles in local newspapers
Educational websites and accompanying materialsEducational websites and accompanying materials



Community OutreachCommunity Outreach
Collaboration with National DCollaboration with National D--Day Museum to Day Museum to 
archive interviews and film interviewees for archive interviews and film interviewees for 
possible exhibit on connections between WWII possible exhibit on connections between WWII 
and the offshore oil and gas industryand the offshore oil and gas industry



Community OutreachCommunity Outreach
Presentations and sessions at agency Presentations and sessions at agency 
workshops and academic conferences such workshops and academic conferences such 
as the American Society for Environmental as the American Society for Environmental 
History; Society for Applied Anthropology; History; Society for Applied Anthropology; 
Southeast History AssociationSoutheast History Association



• Southdown Plantation Home in Houma
• Lafourche Visitor Center in Raceland
• Shrimp and Petroleum Festival in Morgan 

City
• Heritage and Folklife Museum in Lockport

• South Lafourche Library in Golden 
Meadow 

Traveling 
Exhibit

Created by
Mind’s Eye Productions,

Houma, Louisiana





Special ChallengesSpecial Challenges

Knowledge required of interviewers Knowledge required of interviewers 
increased over timeincreased over time

Balance limits of time and personnel with Balance limits of time and personnel with 
benefits of including many participantsbenefits of including many participants

Manage enormous volume of data and Manage enormous volume of data and 
materialsmaterials

Organize the material for accessOrganize the material for access



ProductsProducts
Endnote database summarizing interviewsEndnote database summarizing interviews

Excel table of intervieweesExcel table of interviewees

Digital files of audio recordingsDigital files of audio recordings

Digital files with transcripts of interviewsDigital files with transcripts of interviews

Excel table of photosExcel table of photos

Digital files of photosDigital files of photos

Technical papersTechnical papers

Reports on Morgan City, SouthReports on Morgan City, South
Lafourche, Terrebonne Parish Lafourche, Terrebonne Parish 



ArchivesArchives

University of HoustonUniversity of Houston

University of Louisiana at LafayetteUniversity of Louisiana at Lafayette

Nicholls State University (Thibodaux, LA)Nicholls State University (Thibodaux, LA)

Louisiana State University Center for Louisiana State University Center for 
Energy Studies (Baton Rouge)Energy Studies (Baton Rouge)

Morgan City ArchivesMorgan City Archives

Lafourche Parish Library (Golden Lafourche Parish Library (Golden 
Meadow, LA)Meadow, LA)



Endnote DatabaseEndnote Database



Endnote Database SearchEndnote Database Search
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