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Approaches

e Oral history

e Documentary research
® Interviews N\ -
e Historical economic analysis

ORAL HISTORY:
e Focus on 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s
e Focus on highly impacted communities

e Include people from a wide range of
sectors and companies

k\ - __
[\

A\ T
,



Interviewees

e Ploneering engineers, managers and
entrepreneurs who created the organizations
and technology required to produce oil and
gas

e \Workers, family members of workers,
community leaders, and others whose lives
were shaped by the offshore industry

e Governmental and political leaders who
developed the strategies and laws that were
used by MMS to regulate and manage the
development of offshore resources



. ocation of Interviewees

Other Louisiana = 14
Other U.S. =6

East Texas = 67
Other Texas = 7

486 Interviews:; 517 Individuals
441 Men:; 76 Women




Locating Interviewees

Contacts
from prior
studies

Local gathering place
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Selection of UA Interviewees
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Chains of Contact
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No. of Interviewees in Chain
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No. of Chains

No. of Chains = 234
No. of Interviewee contacts = 320
Avg. Interviewee contacts per chain = 2.1



Chains of Contact by Source
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Community Outreach

e Schoolteachers as community researchers
e Articles in local newspapers
e Educational websites and accompanying materials

e e History of the Offshore Oil and Gas Industry and its Effects on
GHIKL M Louisiana

Introduction

Introduction offshore il gls e on Lou C L OnNomy, d
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Community Outreach

Collaboration with National D-Day MuAeurr‘j; to
archive interviews and film interviewe&sf_oj
ossible exhibit on connections between WWII.___
nd the offshore oil and gas industry ol
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Community Outreach

e Presentations and sessions at agency
workshops and academic conferences such
as the American Society for Environmental
History; Society for Applied Anthropology;
Southeast History Association




Traveling
Exhibit

Created by
Mind’s Eye Productions,
Houma, Louisiana

Southdown Plantation Home in Houma
Lafourche Visitor Center in Raceland
Shrimp and Petroleum Festival in Morgan
City

Heritage and Folklife Museum in Lockport

South Lafourche Library in Golden
Meadow







Special Challenges

e Knowledge required of interviewers
Increased over time

e Balance limits of time and personnel with
benefits of including many participants

e Manage enormous volume of data and
materials

e Organize the material for access



Products

e Endnote database summarizing interviews
e Excel table of interviewees

e Digital files of audio recordings

e Digital files with transcripts of interviewi
e Excel table of photos -
e Digital files of photos
e Technical papers

e Reports on Morgan City, South
Lafourche, Terrebonne Parish




Archives

e University of Houston

e University of Louisiana at Lafayette
e Nicholls State University (Thibodaux, LA)

e Louisiana State University Center for
Energy Studies (Baton Rouge)

e Morgan City Archives

e | afourche Parish Library (Golden
Meadow, LA)



Endnote Database
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Abstract
| met Moye Boudreaux at the ecology festival hosted by the BEarataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation in
Thibodaux. She was sitting near our baooth resting when she realized that we were doing a history study. She
| and her daughter came over and talked about their experiences in the oil and gas industry. Moye had sent a
' message to the email address we set up for the project. We exchanged cards and agreed to meet the following
wieelk. WMoye was very happy to set up a time to get together, and we met at the Terrebonne Council on Aging,
where she is helping the organization set up new offices, partially furnished by Exxon.

Moye wias born in 1939 in Palesting, Texas and first arrived in Louisiana as a young girl when her father took a
job in a newily developed cilfield operated by Tidewater Cil Company in Venice, Louisiana. Moye grew up in|
Venice, moved with her family to Houma for a few years as a young teenager, and then returmed to VWenice to
finish high school. WMoye began working in the oil and gas industry right out of school and worked for Exson until
her retirement in 1994 . Among her other activities, Moye was president of the Desk and Derrick Club, a
wiomen's club organized in Mew Orleans in 1949 to help educate wormen employees about the il and gas
industry.

Notes

Summary of DAD14:

Early history: Moye Penney Douglas Boudreawy; father from Cayuga, Texas, mother from kesse, Texas; father

wiorked as roustaboqt in Cayuga 1939-1942; Buclk Smotherman first to go to Venice, wrote back looking for
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