
DEEPWATER OPERATIONS: 
A COAST GUARD PERSPECTIVE

LCDR Jeff L. Wolfe
Chief, Offshore Compliance
8th Coast Guard District
New Orleans, Louisiana



DEEPWATER CHALLENGES
• New infrastructure and architecture 

designs

• Hurricane preparedness (moorings, 
disconnect and drive off)

• Increased evacuation times

• Growing workforce (HSE culture & climate)

• Multiple “start-up” drilling contractors

• Regulatory oversight logistics challenges

• Impacts to casualty response & security 
capability



NEW EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONS

The Coast Guard will work with our MMS and 
industry partners to assure regulatory schemes for 
new technologies and operations in the GOM are 
appropriate.
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MANNED FACILITIES – DISTANCE TO SHORE
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http://www.worldoil.com/WO_MAG/May-2005/05-05_emergence-Meyer_fig1.jpg


PATH OF HURRICANE JUAN 1985

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/Juan_1985_track.png


A GROWING WORKFORCE

• 10 FPSs under
construction or
sanctioned for the
GOM

• 106 MODU’s under 
construction for 
world-wide service

– Many by “start-
up” companies
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INJURY AND FATALITY RATE
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POST-STORM OVERFLIGHTS
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POST-STORM OVERFLIGHTS
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POST-STORM OVERFLIGHTS
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POST-STORM OVERFLIGHTS
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8 7

- Merge OCS Functions of New Orleans and Morgan City to 
Houma, Louisiana

- Roll OCS Functions of Galveston to Port Arthur 
- Corpus Unchanged

~ 181 line
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PATH FORWARD TO MEET 
CHALLENGES

.• Continue to evaluate various proposals for 
new production facility designs and 
operations new to the GOM

• Work with our partners (MMS and 
Industry) to assure new technologies, 
concepts, and operations provide the 
“right” level of safety for persons and the 
environment

• Remain actively involved in hurricane 
preparedness efforts currently underway



PATH FORWARD (cont.)

• Continue evaluation of Coast Guard and 
industry provided response and security 
capability for new developments located 
unprecedented distances from shore

• Ensure that storm evacuation assets and 
time frames are adequate or that 
disconnect and drive-away plans are 
reasonable and proven



IN CLOSING

• Many challenges lie ahead (technical, 
operational, logistical).

• We believe the partnership of the industry, 
MMS, and CG are up to the challenge.

• The Coast Guard looks forward to working 
with our partners to meet the challenges 
ensuring continued domestically produced 
energy from the OCS for the American public.
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